2011 Kingston upon Hull A.C. Christmas Evening and Presentation Night - Report

The Y.P.I was the venue for this year’s Kingston upon Hull A.C. annual Christmas Evening and Presentation Night.  The room was packed to capacity for this year’s event, very well decorated thanks to 6 display boards put together by a few members of the club and a Power Point presentation put together by Jess Lonsdale which made the room look extra special for the occasion.  A huge thanks to Jess for this.
Former British number 1 1500m runner Anthony Whitman made the short journey over the bridge from Cleethorpes to present this year’s awards, which also saw the Senior League team awarded for their success in gaining promotion to Division 1, a league it hasn’t been in for a number of years now.  Adrian Chrismas also did an excellent job presenting the annual event which he does every year.
The presentation of awards were done first starting with the sprinters, through to the hurdlers, the middle distance athletes, the cross country runners, the throwers and then the jumpers.  The special annual recognition awards were presented last.

In the Under 11 Age Group, both Hannah Kyman and Adam Coles were both awarded trophies for their Sprints with Adam also winning the Boys Jumps trophy with Venus Morgan winning the Female Jumps award.  Also winning awards in this age group was Olivia Morton and Oliver Birkhead for their Middle Distance efforts.  Whilst in the Cross-Country section it saw awards presented to Adam Egan and Rebecca Briggs.

11 athletes were rewarded in the Under 13 Age Category with Amelia Robinson winning 2 awards for here efforts during the Cross-Country season and also her exploits on the track in the middle distance section.  Other winners in the female section included Sarah Magaharan for her Sprints, Chloe Sole for her Hurdles, Emily Lyons for her Jumping and Harriet Copley for her Throwing.  

In the Boys section, Dominic Singh won the award in the Sprints category whilst Tijesu Akeredolu won the award in the Hurdles section.  Also winning awards in this age group was Ben Brumby for the Throws and Josh Tranmer in the Jumps section.  There was also a joint award for both Marcel Dalee and Baldvin Magnusson in the Middle Distance section.
A whole host of athletes received award in the Under 15 Girls category.  Charlotte Paterson won 2 awards on the night for her Jumps and also her Sprinting.  New member for 2011 Kate Pattison was rewarded for her throws in both the Shot Putt and the Discus whilst Lily Judson won the award in the Hurdles category.  Lauren Jones was the winner in the Distance and Road section mainly thanks to knocking off an incredible 5 minutes of her best time at the Hull Park Run throughout the year.  Whilst Ellie Wilson won the Cross-Country award and Georgia Briggs won the award in the Middle Distance section.
In the Boys category – the awards were dominated by the success over the year of Danny Gray.  Danny finished the year as the number one 400m runner in his age group in the country so there was no surprise he won the award in the Sprints category.  Mike Adlard won 2 awards on the night.  Mike won awards in both the Throwing and also the Middle Distance section.  Another athlete who has knocked a lot of time of his Park Run during the course of the year is Josh Taylor-Brown who won the award in the Distance and Road section.  Also in this age group Adam Oxley won the trophy in the Cross-Country section and there were more joint winners in the Jumping section with both Tom Bolton and Andrew Morgan Harrison being recognised for their efforts in 2011.

The Under 17 age categories were dominated by 2 individual athletes, James Lamswood in the Boys section and Jess Lonsdale in the Girls category.  James won a whole host awards on the night, claiming the awards in the Middle Distance section, the Distance and Road section and also the Cross-Country section too, crowning off an outstanding year all round.  There was also a joint award presented in the Throwing section with both Liam Clarke and Anthony Norfolk receiving awards for their performances in the Shot Putt over the year.  Also in the Boys category, Matthew Elvidge won the Jumps award, Freddie Warburton won the Hurdles award and William Adams won the Sprints award.

Like in the Boys category, Jess Lonsdale won the 3 awards in the Girls category for the Middle Distance, the Distance and Road section and also the Cross-Country section too for an equally outstanding 2011.  Maddy Bolton also collected 2 awards on the night for her High Jump and also her Sprint Hurdles whilst Kirsty Watson won the Throwing award, with Maegan Taylor claiming the Sprints award after a fantastic year on the track.
In the Men’s Under 20 section, James Gilbert received 2 awards in the Middle Distance and Distance and Road sections.  Four other athletes received awards in this age group.  Another joint award was given to Steve Richardson and Henry Pickering in the Jumps area whilst Andy Mimmack came back especially from Leeds Met University for the occasion to receive the award in the Throwing section for his outstanding year with the Javelin.  Andy, now training with former UK number 1 Javelin thrower Mick Hill.  The other athlete to win an award in the age group was Ben Marshall for his Sprints.

7 athletes received the 7 award categories on offer in the Women’s Under 20 Category.  Katie Clark was rewarded for her Cross-Country performances whilst studying in America, whilst Abbi Carter was recognised for an outstanding season throwing the Hammer.  Emma Jackson won the award in the Sprints category whilst training partner Beth Taylor received the award in the Hurdles section.  Finally in this age group Nicole Peters received the award in the Distance and Road section whilst Eve Cavany won the award in the Middle Distance category.
In the Senior Men’s age group, Rob Hodges won 2 awards in the Middle Distance and Cross-Country areas whilst Gregan Clarkson won the award in the Distance and Road section.  Brothers Danny and Liam Holiday both received awards on the night.  Danny won the Hurdles award whilst Liam was rewarded for his year in the Pole Vault.  Pete Smith was rewarded for an excellent season throwing the Hammer whilst James Richardson won the final award in this age group in the Sprints category.

Then finally in the Senior Women’s category, sisters Niki and Jo Maddick won an award each.  Niki won hers in the Middle Distance category, with twin sister Jo winning the Cross-Country award.  Katie Clark won an another award in the Distance and Road section whilst Annabelle Lewis received the award in the Sprints category.  The other award winners in this age group saw Sonia Santos rewarded for her Hurdles, Lois Earl for her Javelin and Shot Putt in the Throws area and finally Claire Blunt for her Jumping throughout 2011.
The annual awards were then handed out.  Abbi Carter won 3 of these trophies in the Female area for the best performances at the Northern, National and International Championships.  Whilst in the Males Category, 3 different athletes received awards.  Liam Clarke won the award for the best performance at the Northern Championships whilst Danny Gray was rewarded for his 400m at the National Championships.  James Lamswood won the International award for his 1500m.  Then finally the Howard Johnson Trophy was awarded to Jayne and Kenny Wilson for completing the London Marathon and raising over £1000 for club funds.  This award is handed out annually to someone who has done something extra special for the club throughout the year.  
Once the awards where handed, people made their way towards the buffet which was very well provided by our hosts at the Y.P.I.  
The winner of the 2011 Sweetstake was then announced with Howard Thompson winning the 448 Jelly Babies with a winning guess of 450, just 2 away from the exact number of sweets in the jar.
The annual winner of the clubs Christmas Draw was then announced with this year’s prize money going to Gregan Clarkson.  The number being drawn by the D.J. (which was in no way fixed)!  Gregan, winning a small amount of money for his efforts.
For the 2nd year running, a new element was brought into this year’s event - a quiz.  A little harder than last years quiz, 5 teams entered the general knowledge quiz (on athletics) with Sam Hodges and our guest of the evening Anthony Whiteman (and their table) winning the quiz with a score of 19 out of 30.  They won a box of chocolates for their efforts.

The Grand Draw was then announced with Gregan unveiling one final surprise for the evening – a signed GB T-shirt from the current British Record holder in the Women’s Pole Vault both Indoors and Outdoors – Holly Bleasdale.  Again it was no fix how Gregan actually won the T-shirt (as well as the Hull City Football tickets).  Despite this Sam Hodges won the main prize of the evening – the Wii console with Eddie Wilson (Meagan’s Granddad) winning the Hull F.C. tickets.  The Grand Draw was well presented by Andrea Singleton, Sharon Taylor-Brown and Niki Elvidge on the night.  I don’t think the club will ever have a draw like this ever again with prizes on offer on the night.  The night concluded with a disco provided by DJ Casper.
A well attended night and enjoyed by all who were present.  Next year a bigger venue will be booked with a possible move back to the KC Stadium already planned for next year’s event.
